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with Professor Hintzpeter. The result was that the kaiser
did not dream of ascribing to her any responsibility for the
mistake into which he had been led by his former tutor.
As foreseen by Empress Frederick, with Prince Bismarck
once in retirement and disgrace, and the emperor disposed
to reverse the entire Bismarckian policy, it commenced to
dawn upon his majesty that among other errors into which
he had been led by his ex-chancellor was his own harsh-
ness and unfriendliness towards his mother. It was while
under this impression that he took the first steps towards a
reconciliation with the imperial widow, who, by showing
herself particularly affectionate and amiable, made her son
feel still more bitterly the unfilial nature of the conduct
which he had been led by Bismarck to adopt until then
towards his mother. The friendly relations thus estab-
lished between mother and son have subsisted ever since,
and the emperor does not disdain now to seek Empress
Frederick's advice in a number of matters, having realized
how clever she is, while there is no one whose approval he
values more highly than hers. Most people are in the
habit of portraying the Empress Frederick as a woman
embittered and soured by disappointment. Yet if the
truth were known, there are few whose existence at the
present moment is of a more ideal character, She has lost
a noble and devoted husband, but this bereavement must,
to a certain extent, have been softened by the genuine
sorrow manifested by all, not only in his own country, but
throughout the civilized world, when he died. Her mar-
riage was a singularly happy one, unclouded by even the
faintest difference of opinion with her consort, and she is
now enjoying a delightfully contented eventide of life.
She resides during the greater part of the year in a home
constructed in one of the loveliest portions of Germany,

